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The Entry, Logic and Sinicization of Political Economy of Communication :
Book Review of Research on Political Economics of Communication in
North America by Chen Shihua
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Abstract: The book Research on Political Economics of Communication in North
America is a research result of ten-years study by Chen Shihua, a young Scholar. The
predecessor of this book is his Doctoral dissertation, which has won the title of
Excellent Doctoral Dissertation in Hubei Province and the Nomination Award of
Excellent Doctoral Dissertation in China. It has sixteen chapters, totaling 400, 000
words. This book combs the origin, connotation, branches and expansion of political
economy of communication clearly. Meanwhile, it analyses sub-research fields,
including political economy of film, political economy of news, political economy of
information, political economy of Internet and political economy of advertising by
means of knowledge genealogy, and also elaborates wvarious interdisciplinary
orientations and paths including racial research, feminism, ethnography and cultural

studies. The essence of its theory is “our unfree communication”, and its meta-theory
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is “communication is control”, which reflects power relationships and games of
discourse. It has very important enlightenment for China's communication industry
and communication research, especially political economy of communication research.

Keywords : Political economics of communication,entry point, sinicization
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